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The industrial zone occupies a relatively large territory and visually is bigger than the residential
zone, but in reality it occupies the territory that is half of the residential zone. The village singles
out by the integrity of its silhouette in the landscape. The only focus point is a water tower, which
is not tall and which is located on the southwest of the village. There are no dominants and focus
points in the industrial zone, because all the buildings in the industrial zone are of large scale,
massive but their sizes insignificantly differ from each other. However, the shortage of landscape
dominants and focus points is not felt there, because the height and hilly terrain compensate the
view. The farms in the residential zone of the village have been richly planted with large trees,
which act as a background and an element creating closeness.

After having summarized the results of the research on the visual characteristics in the
landscape of the former collective farm villages following J. Bucas evaluation method on land-
scape characteristics, it is necessary to inform that the villages have been designed by the same
fundamental principles as when applying standardized constructional processes. They visually
look different because of the various peculiarities of silhouette in the landscape. The composi-
tional characteristics of the villages in the landscape greatly depend on the type of the elements
of nature, namely terrains, abundance of greenery and etc. From the point of view of composition,
the skylines of the villages have been designed better, i.e. the residential and industrial zones have
been located within a distance and without blocking each other, which has supplemented better
apprehension of the functionality of the zones, their purpose and scale of the buildings.

After having investigated the unbroken view of Rucidnai, Ci¢inai, DidZiosios Lapes villages, the
most successful and best compositional characteristics in the landscape have been exhibited in
Rucitnai village, where all the most fundamental elements of the landscape could be found or in
other words there is one principal dominant, several focus points, a small forest creating insular-
ity (Fig. 7). The functional zones of the villages have been separated and visually do not obscure
each other; their mission could be easily perceived.

’I The former collective farm villages could be defined as the urban centres built in the So-

viet period, having a single function to provide service within a certain territory allocated
for agriculture development and prescribed for the village. The former collective farm villages
are considered to be the most widely spread urban structures throughout territory of Lithua-
nia. However, the shortage of data concerning the collective farm villages is felt in the literary
sources. The number of scientific research studies is not sufficiently enough to have a more
extensive analysis of the characteristics of their development as well as the examination of
the problems.

Currently, the former collective farm villages have already lost their initial function and a

great number of villages have not attained any other new functions. Huge and abandoned
former industrial structures used for farming are collapsing nowadays. Unemployment prevails
in the villages and the number of the population tends to decline rapidly causing majority of
social problems. Making judgements from urban, landscape, and architectural points of view,
the most problematic are considered the buildings and structures of the industrial —farming
complexes of the former collective farm villages, the largest proportion of which, have been
completely abandoned and are falling down. Those farming complexes have turned into the
active visual objects of pollution within the surrounding landscape.

The sociological research studies have proved that renovation, modernization of the for-

mer collective farm villages and especially the adaptation of the former industrial farming
centres for the current and future needs is relevant. The communities feel the shortage of work-
places and new jobs, which were ensured in each former collective farm village and which could
be revived and adapted in the premises of the former industrial farming complexes.
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Former collective farm villages require new conception to be brought to life again and

adjusted to current functions. The most potential are former collective farm villages that
are located the peripheral influence zone of the largest cities of Lithuania with the access roads
close to the more significant infrastructure in terms of services or communications. The objects
have to be big enough, consequently located in urban territory to be in a relatively good physical
condition in order to justify the cost-based renovation, adaptation or modernization of the un-
used industrial farming buildings of the former collective farm villages. The industrial farming
complexes located in the former collective farm villages could be adapted to unusual multifunc-
tional activities. However, the number of such samples to be adapted has to be insignificant and
they have to be located not far from the main regional centres. It is considered that the greater
number of such centres could not be sufficiently effective within a limited domestic market.
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